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emerging-contaminants/EditorialWelcome to the inaugural issue of Emerging Contaminants. As
co-editor-in-chief, I am delighted to introduce a journal that ad-
dresses the need for a new outlet for high quality peer reviewed pa-
pers reporting research into the nature, extent and impacts of the
presence of emerging contaminants in the environment. Earlier
this year, I recall some debate with my co-editor-in-chief Professor
Gang Yu of Tsinghua University, about how we would deﬁne
“emerging contaminants”. We settled on the deﬁnition of “chemi-
cals that are not currently (or have been only recently) regulatedPeer review under responsibility of KeAi Communications Co., Ltd.
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man or ecological health.” A glance at the contaminants covered
in the 1st issue gives some idea of our scope, with studies address-
ing issues related to the presence of POPs, BFRs, and pharmaceuti-
cals in the environment. We look forward to receiving further
articles that address further aspects of the environmental fate
and behaviour of these compounds, as well as consumer chemicals,
“emerging” BFRs, PFRs, perﬂuoroalkyl substances, consumer chem-
icals like phthalate diesters, pesticides, and personal care products,
as well as degradation products and hitherto unidentiﬁed combus-
tion by-products.
Emerging Contaminants has chosen to adopt the open access
model of publication, in keeping with demands of research funders
and scientists worldwide. As editor-in-chief, I emphasise in the
strongest possible terms that this will in no way compromise the
integrity of the peer-review process. Rigorous peer-review is a
cornerstone of excellent research and both I and Professor Yu,
will ensure that the highest standards are maintained in handling
your paper. Moreover, as a scientist who publishes regularly myself,
I appreciate fully the importance of rapid processing times for my
articles, and fast turn-round times for submitted papers is another
aim of Emerging Contaminants.
In conclusion, I wish you happy reading of this ﬁrst issue, and
look forward to reading about your research in future issues.Stuart Harrad, Professor, Editor-in-Chief, Environmental
Contaminants
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